


MAH AVI R A 

They called him Mahavira because he was brave and strong. His 
family doted on him. The people were proud of him. Even wild 
animals showed him respect. Then why did this handsome, noble, 
generous prince give up everything and endure years of hunger and 
hardship? To gain three incomparable jewels: right belief, right 
knowledge and right conduct. And that was how, 2,500 years ago, 
he found the path to complete happiness. 
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'Amor Chitra Kathos are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
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fSBOUT 2,500 yEflRQ ftOO THERE LIVED IN KUNDfteRflM ,N£flR 
vmHHLI IN BIHAR,T> KIN& CALLED eiDDHARTHA. 
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THEy MPiD /9 SON CALLED 
NhNDmRDHFiN/). 


HE mt mRRtED TO TRie>HTILfi 
SfSTER OF CHETBKH , WHO W/ie? 
THE ELECTED CHfEFT/^lN OF 
VHietiHLI. r— 


THE birth of VFROMFINB , TRtSHHL F) HHD EEVERHL STRflNSE 


THEV 
WERE NO 

ORPIN/^^^ 

pRE/Wie>, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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MAHAVIRA 



LET U6 
CON6ULT THE 
/^STROLO(3ER5 


WHEN SHE TOLD eiDDHHRTHH FfdOUT THEN\ 


FSK THEH\ 
TO SEE ME 
IMMEDI/^TELY 


WHEN THE HSTROLOOERE HEHRD HBOUT TRJSHHLH'S DREH/V)e 


WE ARE FORTUNATE. 
VOUR QUEEN WILL 
BEAR A 5>ON WHO 15 
DESTINED TO 
BECOM E y ' 

GREAT. X . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



TRitHhLh BND eiDDHnR JHa W£RE OvaRJOYED 

LET U5 HAVE A <3RAND 
FEAST AND INVITE 
EVERY PERSON IN THE 
WNCCXW), BE HE RICH 
OR POOR .MDUNS 
OR OLD. 


ES.AND AFTER 
E FEAST WE 
COULD 

distribute 

OIFTS TO 
THE POOR 
ND THE 

LEARNED. 


I THE FEf)3T Wae BRR/)Ne>ED... 




mo THE HLAAS GIVEN, 



T^BLfi ^>VT£D for HER m 8^6^ 



I CANNOT WAIT 
TO HOLD W\Y 
^N IN AAV 

arms. 
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MAHAVIRA 


THEN ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF CHhlTRA'^- 



HAS ALL 
THE 

AUSPICIOUS 
AAARICS OF 
A OREAT 

person! 


THE QUEEN HAS 
0IVEN BIRTH 
TO A SON. 





AS YOU 
SAY, MY 

lord. 


^ THE FIRST MONTH SCCORDlN(Z> TO THE LUNAR CALENDAR OF THE HINDUS, 


SIDDHARTHA AND TRfSHALA COULD BARELY CONTA/N THEIR JOY AND PRIDE, 
L ON THE TWELFTH DAY- 


ifwm HIS birth peace and 

PROSPERITY HAVE BEEN 
J INCREASING IN OUR IClNGDOAA. 

^ I PT- UJIAA QP I crr^ 


60 LET HIAA BE CALLED 
VARDHAAAANA. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


me. BOY \//iRDMBfV\f)N 8 kV/?S //V BVERY W 9 y 

BN iDEBL PRtNCe, 


OUR 60N I& 
INDEED THE 
PRINCE OF 
PRINCE6. 
5EE HOW 
NOBLV HE 
CARRIES 
HIMSELF. 
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HE 15 AS 
NOBLE AS 
HE LOOKS. 


- • r 

- - f'’. 




,tK'. 


o 


\ 






Iv 








^ ' 




\ 


m 

V 


}i \\ 






Np^ - 


\ 



don’t you think 
IT’S time he 

BE 0 AN HIS FORMAL 

instruction? 


YES,YOU ARE 
RIOHT. I SHALL 
ATTEND TO IT. 
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1 50 vbrombn\bnb 
i SEC^N (bOlN<B 
TO B (bURU* 



A. 



• TEACHER 



MAHAVIRA 



He WBb B BR.ILLIBNT STUDENT. 


m. « 


THAT WAS X 
PERFECT. ONCE 

A6AIN yARDHAMANA. W 
LET ALL OF THEM fji 
LISTEN 
CAREFULLY 
. TO YOU. ^11 J 

^ --J 

^4 ‘L 




THE eB 3 E WtTM WHICH 
HE mhSTERED HIS 
LESSONS , hN)F\Z£D 
HIS SURUS. 

THE PROPHECY WAS 
NOT IN VAIN. HE IS 
UNUSUALLY 
INTELLIGENT. IT’S 
ASTONISHING. 



AS THE VEHRS PBSSED THE EXCEPTIONBLLY INTELLIE>ENT CHILD (bREW 
UP INTO B HBNDSOMEy 8 RBVE BND STRONS YOUTH. ONE DBY- 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



BOTVfIRDHmHm STOOD OUMLY 


HP 







MAHAVIRA 






7/yf 5NflKE iy/95 pacified 

nND eUTHERED nwfty. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



BUT ONE OF THEM WHO W/93 F BKb BULLV-, FND CON3/DERED HIMSELF THE 
BRFVEST OF FLL . 0/0 NOT L l/CE THIS. 
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MAHAVIRA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




mo ONCE fieoiN he. w/^s, hoisted onto their shoulders mD teken 


fN PROCE^t>ION . N\hHf^VfR.Fi Wf)e> NOW 

the unquestioned hero of kunmsrem. 



* E GREET IVERRIOR. 12 


MAHAVIRA 



i^/T^c_ IIIT ^t^L^L^cfytL.r ictKiycu VY/LU MNU KflN nmUCX, TERR/FfED, 

THE PEOPLE ON THE STREETS REN FOR THE/R LIVES. 









«iV 


> 


Hr 


N)FHF)VIRh WHO HAPPENED 
TO BE OUT FT THFT TIME, 
Snw THE ELEPHFNT... 


...FND WENT bOLDty 
UP TO HIM . I-T 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




iy//fyv They found thft the elephfnt hfd cflmed oo\nn, the people 

CFME CFUTfOUBfLy CXJT OF THEIR EHELTFR9> FNH ^TRPFn FT MRHFVIRF IN P 
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MAHAVIRA 



IT w/^e> 
CCXJKa0EOU5 OF 
HIM TO DhRE 
THE COBRA I 


Wi S " W^l ‘ '■ 

HI W w aJf' \i) y 




WHAT ABOUT 
THE MAD 
ELEPHANT? THAT 
WAO THE HEI0HT 
^ OF BRAVERV. 


HE 19 DESTINED 
TO BE SOMEBODY 
OREAT. 

REMEMBER THE 
PROPHECY. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE f^PPROPlCHED Hf5 PfiRENTe. 


\ 


DEaR FaTHER arsD mother, 

PLEaSE aLLOW ME TO 
REINOUINCE AAV PRIISCELV 
LIFE. I WI5H TO 0O 

awav arsD find a wav 

TO LESSEN THE 
AA15ER.V OF MaNKlND. 
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Hitt 

MOTHER 

WHt> 


NO AAaHaviRa, 
never! I WILL 

NEVER LET VOU 
<oO. IF I a/M 

RaRTED FROAa 
NOU I SHaLL 

Die of 

ORIEF. 



j WHEN tAPHhViRPi S/9W HOW QRlEVED 
Hie PHRENTe WE RE, HE N\P\DE P 
OECieiON. 


PLEaSE DON’T CRV, 
AAOTHER. I WILL NOT 

TaLK OF eoiNG awav 

I as LONG as BOTH OF 
I VOU aRE aLIVE. 

! 1 PROMISE. 



MAHAVIRA 




! By THE TIME MPMPVIRP W/9S BQ 
yEPRe OLD, BOTH Hie PPRENTe 
HPD DIED.Hie ELDER BROTHER, 
NPNDIVPRDHPNP BPCPME RJNO . 
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PUIT MANni\//il?nHPNP RELUCTBNT. 
















































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


i 7>VO Y£/^S L/^TE/^ N/^NDlVhf^DHBNf) <b^V£ Hl/V) PERMISSION TO BECOME 

\ 



» 


SO THE FEaST WES HELD. WHEN IT WBS OU'ER, MhUBVIRa 007 INTO HIS ffILaNQUIN. 



MAHAVIRA 




OF THE PhRK , under BN BSHOKB TREE,HE 


THERE IN THE CENTRE 
FROM HIS PBLENQUIN 



HE REMOVED HIS ORNAMENTS 
























































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



.,.PLUCXeD OUT H!^ HFIIR, IN FIVE 
HENDFULe. f 
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MAHAVIRA 



he WfiNDER-ED FHR FiND WIDE 




the RI3HI /VUSTOOK HI AO FOR 

H BEOeaR. . I- 

ONE OF YOUR 
MAIN DUTIES WILL 
BE TO eUARD 
THIS ORASS.IT IS 
PRECIOUS AS THE RAINS 
HAVE FAILED AND 
THERE IS NO GRASS 
ANYWHERE AROUND. 



__ WiHFViRS 

Wf)E> DEEP IN MED/TFT!ON f) COW OCT INTO THE 
Pf)TCH. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



I 


FCVe TWELVE UDN(b yERRS, mftHaviRf) WANDERED /?3 ft NfttcED ftSCETIC.HE 
FftnENTLY BORE THE NUMEROUS INSULTS ftND INJURIES HEft FED UPO. 
OFTEN HE WftS PHVSICftLLy ftSSftULTED. 


5TONE HIM. 
HE MU&T BE 
f\ THIEF. 














OR PERHaPE) hN 
IDLE V/^0/^BOND, 
TOO LFZY TO 
EARN A 
LIVIN0. 
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MAHAVIRA 



the crowd fell UPON HIM ftND BEftT HIM BUT HE 
TO PLEftSURE ftND PftIN ftLIRE. - - -t-, 


HE INTENSIFIED HIS ftUSTERlTIES 
BV OBSERVING ft STRICT SILENCE 
ftND LONS FftSTS . HIS PENftNCES 
TOO BECftME MORE SEVERE. 


HE WftS 
ftND... r 


TO WHftT HE ftTE 







































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





Day WHILE HE was IN THE QOHaO JUNCoLE 


ONE 


WHICH \S THE 
W/IV THaT LEaDS 

o urraR. 

vacnaca? 


THI5 BEaXEN 
PaXH THR0U6H THE 
JurSOLE WiLLTaiCE 
70U THERE VERY 
Fa9T. BUT THERE 15 a 
VEfSO/WOU5 SERPEfTT 

IINFE5TIIN0 THE 

PaTH. 






THE 
OUTER ROaO 
15 SaFER.BUT 
IT WILLTaKE. 
YOU MUCH 
LON0ER TO 
REACH. 
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MAHAVIRA 


snanaviRa knew no peer. . me entered the serpent-infested forest. 



unperturbed By the furious missins of the serpent, 

MPHaviRa PROCEEDED - THE SERPENT CFADE NEFR HIN) FND 

was FBOUT TO BITE hHV), 


faaHhviRa stereo ft it caLMLV 
WITH cotapasstON, 




J 



mmEDlETELy it subsided 

END SLITHERED EWET ES IF 
ESHE/V)ED OF ITSELF. 




























































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IF EVFfl HE WFNDERED INTO THE VILLF<b£E> IN THE TRIBHL HRE/iSy THE 
PEOPLE OET THEIR DO(bB ON HIM PND.,. i -—r~ m m — c 
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...FLUNe MUD ON HIM. BUT HE REMP INED EVER ^RENE . 
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: W^HE m^RE> OFmE 7/ mpmpvirp hpd wbndered 

PiB HE SftT UNDER a ^BL TR^E^/n^ PBREjHVBNaTH HILL^.THERE 

uisutzR a eat TREEJN a 3/LEHr HOUR of the deepest MEDITariON.. 
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MAHAVIRA 


,.HE WPS ENLKdHTENEO, <EVPLP JNPNP, THE ONLV KNOWLEDGE WHICH / 
PND COMPLETEy INFINITE PND SUPREME^ QECPMB HtS.HE UNDERSTOOD 
SORROW^ THE CPUSE OF SORROW, THE CURE OF SORROW .PND THE f 
WHICH LEPDS PWPy FROM SORROW, HE BECPME P JINP . 





LPID DOWN BY MPHaViRP WPS 


the WERY first PRINCIPLE OF THE 
PHmsp* I-n- mh 


ONE SHOULD 

not h^r/v^ or 
hurt FNH 

LIVING) 6EINe 
•N THOU6HT 
OR /ACTION, y 











































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE (oflVE e>ERMONe HTMfl/W PLftCEb .DURJNe THE EfERmON ON VIPULRCHELft 

HILL IN e/kl/)eRIHH,TH£ CHPITHL OFmiKjflDHFI, KINIb 6IM8I5HRH TOO CH/yiE 



r 


THE E>ERmON Bt/mi&flRfi /^SKED maHhViRfi INNUMERABLE QUESTiONe, 



sarteFiED with the 

e/MB/SBRA BECAME 
Hie STAUNCH FOLLO^^^ 


MA5TER,/^6 A WN0 
INVOLVED IN THE 
WELFARE OF MV 
PEOPLE HOW CAN 
I STRIVE FOR j 


NIRVANA? 


SIMPLY POSSESS 
THE THREE JEWELS - 
RI6HT BELIEF, 
RIGHT KNOWLEDGE 
AND RIGHT 
CONDUCT. 


WHAT ARE THE 
VOWS I WCXJLD 
HAVE TO 

take FOR 
THAT? 


YOU MUST VOW THAT YOU WILL NOT 
HURT ANYONE,WILL NOT LIE>V^^ 
NOT STEAL,WILL REMAIN ^ELI^^ 

tnd will not own p^^opeR^* 

YOU SHOULD SPEND AT 
46 MINUTES EACH DAY IN StLr 

ANALYSIS AND AAEDITATION . 


rHB mrrE of fihhl EmNciPH^] 
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MAHAVIRA 



TO HIS DISCOURSES HE WELCOMED PEOPLE OF 


and 

^^CHflNOANBALA 

^ HIS FIRST 
)J COUSIN IS THE 
^ HEAD OF HIS 
FE/VIALE 
DISCIPLES. 


THE 

chandala'' ^ 

RISHIKESHjIT IS 
REPORTED, RECEIVED 
THE MASTER’S 
MESSAGE. 


HIS FOLLOWERS LISTENED TO HIM WITH RESPECT, 
ACCEPTED HIS TEACHINGS WITH FAITH AND TRIED 
TV PRACTISE THEM AS WELL AS THEy COULD. 


MASTER. 

I AM 

HUNGRY 


COME IN AND 1 
EAT WITH US, , 

MY GOOD MAN. i 


the wife CALLED 

husband aside. 


HOW COULD YOU? 
HE IS A 

L CHANDALA. ^ 


IF THE ^ 
MASTER 4 
CAN ^ 
ADMIT A 
CHANDALA 
INTO HIS 
SANGHA, 
SURELY WE 
CAN AT 
LEAST / 

FEED 
ONE. ./ 




















































































































amar chitra katha 




PRE/^HED THPOUOfiOUT THE LEN<bTM PINO 6REPDTH 
5 fV)ESE>PE)E 5PREPO TO HLL PftRTE> OF THE COUNTRy 


W VE5.EVERV ' 

1 IV\F\N ms Pi 

RI0HT TO,/^ND 

C^N ftTTfllN,NlRV/^MA, 

BV HI5 OWN EFFORTS, 

WITHCXiT THE HELP 
. OF flNV 5UPRE/V\E 
\ AUTHORITY OR 
' \ MEDIATORY 

\ v priests. 


master,CAIN I 
ATTAIN 
NIRVANA? 





5P 


master, how can I 
attain nirvana? 


BY CONTROLLING 
TOUR PASSIONS 
AND CONQUERING 
VOUR iCARMAf 






MAHAVIRA 


I /A/ THE THIRTY VEERS THET HE PREECHED ES E JINE HE SUCCEEDED IN 
\ CONVERTtN<b TO JEINISM (ES HIS FEITH WES LETER KNOWN ) Iwy^T 
I OF THE POWERFUL STETES OF NORTHERN INDIE 



THEN ET THE ESE OF SEVENTV-TWO^ETPEVEPURl tN 
NIRVENE , FREED FOR EVER FROM ELL MISERV , FRQN 












































































































